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PETITION 


OF THE | 


FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, 


— — — 


SHEWE TH, 


HAT by the form and ſpirit of the Britiſh Conſtitution, the 

King is veſted with the ſole Executive Power. | 
at the Houſe of Lords, conſiſts of Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal, deriving their titles and conſequence either from 
the Crown or from Heredi privileges. | 

That theſe two powers if they ated without controul, 
_ form either a deſpotic Monarchy, or a dangerous Oli- 

rchy. | 
9 the wiſdom of our anceſtors hath contrived, that theſe 
authorities may be rendered not only harmleſs but beneficial ; 
and be exerciſed for the ſecurity and happineſs of the-people. 

That this ſecurity and happineſs are to be looked for in the 
introduction of a third eſtate, diftin& from, and a check upon 
the other two branches of the Legiſlature, created by repre- 
ſenting, and reſponſible to the people themſelves. ' 

That ſo much depending upon the preſervation of this third 
eſtate, in ſuch its Conſtitutional purity and ftrength, your pe- 
titioners are reaſonably jealous of whatever may appear to 
vitiate the one, or to impair the other. | 

That at the preſent day, the Houſe of Commons does not 
fully and fairly repreſent the people of -England, which con- 
fiſtently with what your petitioners conceive to be the princi- 
ples of the Conſtitution, they conſider as a grievance, and 
therefore, with all becoming reſpe& lay their complaints be- 
fore your honqurable Houſe. s | 

That though the terms in which your petitioners ſtate their 
grievance, may be OE as ſtrong, yet your Ib 

| | - e 
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ble Houſe is entreated to believe, that no expreſſion is made 
uſe of for the purpoſe of offence. Mos 

Vour Petitioners in affirming that your honourable Houſe 
is not an adequate Repreſentation of the people of England, 
do but ſtate a fact, which if the word Repreſentation,” be 
accepted, in its fair and obvious ſenſe, they are ready to prove, 
and which they think detrimental to their intereſts, and con- 

to the ſpirit of the Conſtitution. 

ow far this inadequate Repreſentation is prejudicial to 
their intereſts, your Petitioners apprehend they may be allow- 
ed to decide for themſelves, but how far it is contrary to the 
Spirit of the Conſtitution, they refer to the conſideration of 

pour Honourable Houſe. | / 

If your honourable Houſe, ſhall be 22 to determine, 
that the people of England ought not to be fully repreſented ; 
your Petitioners pray that ſuch your determination may be 
made known, to the end that the people may be appriſed of 
their real fituation ; but if your honourable Houſe ſhall,con- 
ceive that the people are already fully Repreſented, then your 
Petitioners beg leave to call your attention to the following 


Your Pecitioners complain that the number of Repreſenta- 
tives aſſigned to the different Counties is groſsly diſpropor- 
tioned to their comparative Extent,, population and Trade. 
Four Petitioners CO that the elective Franchiſe is ſo 

partially and unequally diſtributed, and is in ſo many inſtances 
committed to bodies of men of ſuch very limited numbers, 
that the majority of your Honourable Houſe is elected by leſs 
than fifteen thouſand electors, which, even if the male adults in 
the kingdom be eſtimated at ſo low a number as three millions, 
4 — more than the hundredth part of the people to be repre- 

Your Petitioners complain that the right of voting is regu- 
lated by no uniform or rational F 6 

Your Petitioners complain that the exerciſe of the elective 
Franchiſe is only renewed once in ſeven years. | 
Your Petitioners thus diſtinctly ſtate the ſubject matter of 
their complaints, that your Honourable Houſe may be con- 
vinced that they, are acting from no ſpirit of general diſcon- 
tent, and that you may with the more eaſe be enabled to in- 
quire into the facts, and to apply the remedy. 1 

For the evidence in ſupport of the firſt complaint your 
Petitioners refer to the Return Book of your Honourable 
Houſe.— Is it fitting that Rutland and Yorkſhire ſhould bear 
an equal rank in the ſcale of County Repreſentation, or can it 
be right that Cornwall alone ſhould by its extravagar:t pro- 
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portion of Borough Members, outnumber not only che Re- 
rupr of Yorkſhire and Rutland together, but of Mid- 
dleſex added to them? Or, if a diſtinction be taken between 
the landed, and the trading intereſts, muſt it not appear mon- 
ſtrous that Cornwall and Wiltſhire, ſhould ſend more Borough 
Members to Parliament, than Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, . War- 
wickſhire, Middleſex, Worceſterſhire, and Somerſetſhire unit- 
ed? and that the total Repreſentation of all Scotland ſhould 
but exceed by one Member, the number returned for a ſingle 
County in England? _ and 
The 5zconD ComePLaint of your Petitioners, is founded 
on the unequal proportions in which the elective Franchiſe is 
diſtributed, and in ſupport of it. 5 ns” E300 
They affirm, that ſeventy of your Hon. Members are re- 
turned by thirty-five places, where the right of voting is 
veſted in Burgage and other Tenures of a fimilar deſcription, 
and in which it would be to trifle with the. patience of your 
Honourable. Houle, to mention any number of voters what- 
ever, the elections of the places alludea to, being 22t2rouſly 
a mere matter of form. And this your Petitioners are ready 
to prove. EN Yes” af a gn 1 (Ain 
ey affirm, that in addition to the ſeventy Honourable 
Members ſo choſen ninety more of your Honourable Mem- 
bers are elected by forty - ſix places, in none of which the num- 
ber of voters exceeds. fifty. And this your Petitioners are 
J ³˙·wwdñ ;! -u ee 
They affirm, that in addition to the hundred and ſixty ſo 
elected, thirty-ſeven more of your Honourable Members are 
elected by nineteen places, in none of which the number of 
voters exceeds one . And this your Petitioners are 

ready to prove, _ | ivr, 4% % 4 

They affirm, that in addition to the hundred and ninety- 
ſeven Honourable Members fo choſen, fiſty- two more are re- 
turned to ſerve in Parliament, by twenty-ſix places, in one 
of which the number of voters exceeds two hundred. And. 


this your Petitioners are ready to pro ye 
They affirm, that in addition wo the twp hundred and ſorty - 
nine 10 elected twenty more are returned to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment for counties in Scotland, by leſs than one hundred Elec- 
tors each, and ten for counties in Scotland by leſs than two: 
hundred and fifty each. And this your Petitioners are ready 
to 8055 even admitting the validity of fictitious votes. 
They affirm, that in addiionya the two hundred and ſeven». 
ty-nine ſo elected, thirteen diſtricts of Burghs in Scotland, 
not containing one hundred dee and two diſtricts of 
Burghs, not containing one hundred and twenty-five each, 
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return fifteen more Honourable Members, and this your Pe- 
titioners are ready to prove. | 
And in this manner, according to the preſent ſtate of the 
Repreſentation, two hundered and ninety-four of your Ho- 
nourable Members are choſen, and being a majority of the 
entire Houſe of Commons, are enabled to decide all queſtions 
in the name of the whole people of England and Scotland. 
The third complaint of your Petitioners is founded on the 
preſent complicated rights of voting. From the caprice with 
which they have been varied, and the obſcurity in which they 
have been involved by time and contradiQory deciſions, they are 
become a ſource of infinite confuſion, litigation, and expence. 
Your Petitioners need not tender any evidence of the incon- 
veniences which ariſe from this defect in the Repreſentation, 
becauſe the proof is to be found in your journals and the mi- 
nutes of the different Committees who have been appointe 
under the 1oth and fith of the King. Your Honourable 
Houſe is but too well acquainted with the tedious, intricate, 
and expenſive ſcenes of litigation which have been brought 
before you, in attempting to ſettle the legal N of thoſe 
numerous diſtinctions, which perplex and confound the preſent 
rights of voting. How many months of your valuable time 
have been waſted in liſtening to the wrangling of Lawyers, 
upon the various ſpecies of Burgagehold, Leaſehold, and Free- 
hold? How many Committees have been occupied in inveſti- 
Faun the nature of Scot and Lot, Potwallers, Commonalty, 
— es Inhabitants and Inhabitants at large? What la- 
bour and reſearch have been employed in endeavouring to aſ- 
certain the legal claims of Boroughmen, Aldermen, Portmen, 
Select men, Burgeſſes, and Council Men. And what confu- 
fion has ariſen from the complicated operation of claſhing 
_ Charters, from freemen reſident and non- reſident, and from 
the different modes of obtaining the freedom of Corporations 
by birth, by ſervitude, by marriage, by redemption, by elec- 
tion, and by purchaſe? On all theſe points, it is however, 
needleſs for your Petitioners to enlarge, when your Honour- 
able Houſe recollects the following facts; namely, that ſince 
the twenty-ſecond of December, one thouſand, ſeven hundred, 
and "ninety, no leſs than twenty-one Committees have been 
employed in deciding upon litigated rights of voting. Of 
theſe, eight were occupied with the diſputes of three Boroughs, 
and there are Petitions from four places yet remaining before 
your Honourable Houſe, waiting for a final decifion to in- 
form the Electors what their rights really are. | | 
Baut the complaint of your Petitioners on the ſubject of the 
want of an uniform and equitable principle in 1 
* J 2 ts 5 | rig or 
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right of voting, extends as well to the arbitrary manner in 
which ſome are excluded, as to the intricate qualifications by 
which others are admitted to the exerciſe of that privilege. 
Religious Opinions create an incapacity to vote. All 
Papiſts are excluded generally, and by the operation of the 
Teſt Laws, Proteſtant Diſſenters are deprived of a voice in 
the eleftion of Repreſentatives in about thirty Boroughs, 
where the right 4 voting is confined to Corporate Officers 
alone; a deprivation the more unjuſtifable, becauſe though 
conſidered as unworthy to vote, they are deemed capable of 
being elected, and may be the repreſentatives of the very 
places for which they are diſqualified from being the Electors. 
A A man poſſeſſed of one thouſand pounds per annum, or 
any other ſum, ariſing from copyhold, leaſehold for ninæty- 
nine years, trade, property in the Public Funds, or even free- 
hold in the city of London, and many other cities and towns 
having peculiar juriſdictions, is not thereby entitled to vote. 
Here again a ſtrange diſtinction is taken between electing 
and repreſenting, as a copyhold is a ſufficient. qualification to 

fit in your Honourable Houſe. 

A A man paying taxes to any amount how great ſoever, for 
his domeſtic eſtabliſhment, does not thereby obtain a right to 
vote, unleſs his reſidence be in ſome borough where that right 
is veſted in the inhabitants. This exception operates in fixty 
places, of which twenty-eight do not contain three hundred 
voters each and the number of houſeholders in England and 
Wales (excluſive of Scotland), who pay all taxes, are ſeven 
hundred and fourteen, thouſand, nine hundred and eleven; 
and of houſeholders who pay all taxes, but the Houſe and 
Window Taxes, are two hundred and eighty- four thouſand 
four hundred and fifty-nine, as appears by a return made to 
your Honourable Houſe, in one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty- five; ſo that even ſuppoſing the fixty places above 
mentioned, to contain, one with another, one thouſand voters 
in each, there will remain nine hundred and thirty-nine thou- 
ſand three hundred and ſeventy houſeholders who have no 
voice in the Repreſentation, unleſs they have obtained it by 
accident or by purchaſe. Neither their contributions to the 
public burdens, their peaceable demeanour, as good ſubjects, 
nor their general reſpectability and merits, as uſeful citizens, 
afford them, as the law now fands, the ſmalleſt pretentions 
to participate in the choice of thoſe, who, under the name of 
their Repreſentatives, may diſpoſe of their fortunes and liber- 


ties. 
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In Scotland, the grievance ariſing from the nature of the rights 
of voting, has a different and ſtill more intolerable operation. 
Inthat great and populous diviſion of the kingdom,not only the 
great maſs of the houſeholders, but of the landholders alſo are ex- 
cluded from all participation in the choice of the Repreſentatives. 
By the remains of the feudal ſyſtem in the counties, the vote 
is ſevered from the land, and attached to what is called the 
ſaperiority. In other words, it is taken from the ſubſtance, 
and transferred to the ſhadow, becauſe, though each of theſe 
„e muſt, with very few exceptions, ariſe from lands 
of the preſent annual value of four hundred pounds fterling, 
yet it is not neceſſary that the lands ſhould do more than give 
a name to the ſuperiority, the poſſeſſor of which may retain 
the right of voting, notwithſtanding he be diveſted of the pro- 

the other hand, great landholders have the 
means afforded them, by the ſame ſyſtem of adding to their 
influence, without expence to themſelves, by communicating 
to their confidential friends the privilege of electing Members 
to ſerve in Parliament. The proceſs 5 which this operation 
is performed is ſimple. He who wiſhes to increaſe the num- 
ber of his dependant votes, ſurrenders his charter to the 


Crown; and, parcelling out his eſtate into as many lots of 


four hundred pounds per annum as may be convenient, con- 
veys them to ſuch as he can confide in. To theſe new charters 
are, upon applications, granted by the Crown, ſo as to erect 
each of them into a ſuperiority which privilege once obtained, 


the land itſelf is reconveyed to the original grantor ; and thus 


the Repreſentatives of the landed intereſt in Scotland, may 
9 nv by thoſe who have no real or beneficial intereſt in 
nd. 

Such is the fituation in which the counties of Scotland are 
placed. With reſpe& to the burghs, every thing that bears 
even the ſemblance of popular choice has long been done 
away. The election of Members to ſerve in Parliament is 
veſted in the Magiſtrates and Town Councils, who having, 
by various innovations, conſtituted themſelves into ſelf- elected 
bodies, inſtead of Officers freely choſen by the inhabitants at 
large, have 1 the people of all participation in that 
privilege, the free exerciſe of which affords the only ſecurity 


they can poſſeſs for the protection of their liberties and pro- 
n 
"The rouark and LasT CoMPLAainT of your Petitioners 
is the length of the duration of Parliaments. Your Hon. 
Houſe knows, that by the ancient laws and ſtatutes of this 
kingdom frequent Parliaments ought to be held; and that the 
fixth of William and Mary, c. 2.(fince repealed) ſpeaking 


while 
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while the ſpirit of the Revolution was yet warm declared, 


that frequent and new Parliaments tend very much to the 
happy union and good agreement between King and people;“ 
and enacted, that no Parliament ſhould laſt longer than for 
three years. Your Petitioners, without preſuming to add to 
ſuch an authority, by any obſervations of their own, humbly 
pray that Parliaments may not be continued for ſeven years. 

Your Petitioners have thus laid before you the ſpecific 
grounds of complaint, from which they conceive every evil in 
the repreſentation to ſpring, and on which they think every 

abuſe and inconvenience is founded. 

What thoſe abuſes are and how great that inconvenience is, 
it becomes your Petitioners to ſtate, as the beſt means of juſ- 
tifying their preſent application to your Honourable Houſe. 

Your Petitioners then affirm, that from the combined opera- 
tion of the defects they have pointed out, ariſe thoſe ſcenes of 
confuſion, litigation, and expence, which ſo diſgrace the name, 
and that extenſive ſyſtem of private patronage which is ſo re- 
** to the ſpirit of free Repreſentation. 

our Petitioners intreat of your Honourable Houſe to con- 
ſider the manner in which elections are conducted, and to re- 
flect upon the extreme inconvenience to which electors are ex- 
* and the intolerable expence to which canditates are ſub. 
jected. : 4. | 
Your Honourable Houſe knows that tumults, diforders, out- 
rages, and perjury, are too often the dreadful! attendants on 
conteſted elections as at this time carried on. . | 
' Your Honourable Houſe knows that polls are only taken 
in one fixed place for each county, city, and borough, whether 
the number of voters be ten or ten thouſand, and whether they 
be reſident or erte over England. | | 

Your Honourable Houſe knows that polls, however few the 
electors, may by law be continued for fifteen days, and even 
then be ſubjected to a ſcrutiny. 

Your Honourable Houſe knows, that the management and 
conduct of polls is committed to returning ofticers, who from 
the very nature of the proceedings, muſt be inveited with ex- 
tenſtve : and diſcretionary powers, and who, it appears, by every 
volume of. your journals, have but too often exerciſed thoſe 
powers with the molt groſs partiality and the moſt ſcandalous 
corruption, | | 

Of elections arranged with ſuch little regard to the accom- 
modation of the parties, acknowledged to require ſach a length 
of time to complete, and truſted to the ſuperintendance of 
ſuch ſuſpicious agents, your Petitioners might eafily draw our 
a detail of the expence, but it is unneceſſary. The fact is too 
| SOD | notorious 
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notorious to require proof, that ſcarce an inſtance can be pro- 
duced where a Member has obtained a diſputed ſeat in Parlia- 
ment, at a leſs coſt than from two to five thouſand pounds; 
—— caſes are not wanting where ten times theſe ſums 
ave been paid, but it is ſufficient for your Petitioners to af- 
firm, and to be able to prove it if denied, that ſuch is the ex- 
nce of a conteſted return, that he who ſhould become a Can- 
didate with even greater funds than the law requires him to 
ſwear to as his qualification to fit in your Honourable Houſe, 


muſt either relinquiſh his pretenfions on the appearance of an 


oppoſition, or ſo reduce his fortune in the conteſt, that he could 
not take his ſeat without perjury. | 

The re-ifion of the original polls before the committees of 
your Honourable Houſe upon appeals from the deciſions of the 
returning officers, affords freſh ſources of vexation and expence 
to all parties. Your Hon. houſe knows that the complicated 
rights of voting, and the ſhameful practices which diſgrace elec- 
tion proceedings, have fo loaded your Table with Peritions for 


judgment and redrefs, that one half of the uſual duration of a 


Parliament has ſcarcely been ſufficient to ſettle who is entitled to 
fit for the other half, and it was not till within the laſt two 
months that” your Honourable Houſe had an n of 
diſcovering that the two gentleman, who ſat and voted near 
three years as the Repreſentatives of the borough of Stock- 
bridge, had procured themſelves to be elected by the moſt 
ſcandalous bribery, and that the two gentlemen who ſat and 
voted during as long a period for the borough of Great Grimſ- 
by had not been elected at all. a 
In truth all the miſchiefs of the preſent ſyſtem of repreſen- 
tation are aſcertained by the difficulties which even the zeal 
and wiſdom of your Honourable Houſe experiences in attend- 
ing to the variety of complaints brought before you, though 
your Committees fit five hours every day from the time of 
their appointment, they generally are unable to come to a de- 
Cifion in leſs than a fortnight, and very frequently are detained 
from thirty to forty days. The Weſtminſter caſe in'one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-nine, will even furniſh your 
Honourable Houſe with an inſtance, where, after dehberating 
forty five days, a Committee gravely reſolved that from an 
attentive conſideration of the circumſtances relating to the 
cauſe, a fina! deciſion of the buſineſs before them could not 
take place in the courſe of the Seſſion, and that not improba- 
bly the whole of the Parliament (having ar that time near two 
years longer to fit) might be conſumed in a tedious and ex- 


penſive litigation ; and they recommended it to the Petitioners 


to withdraw their Petition, which, after a fruitleſs perſeverance 
| | = of 
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of above three months, they were actually obliged to ſubmit 
8 | 
Your Petitioners will only upon this ſubje& further add, 
that the expence to each of the parties, who have been either 
laintiff or defendant in petitions tried before your Honoura- 
le Houſe in the preſent Seſſion, has, upon an average, amount- 
ed to above one hundred pounds per day ; and that the attor- 
nies bills in one cauſe, the trial of which in point of form only 
laſted two days, and in point of fact only fix hours, amounted 
to very near twelve hundred pounds. And this your Petition- 
ers are ready to prove. WE - 
Your Petitioners muſt now beg leave to call the attention 
of your Honourable Houſe to the greateſt evil produced by 
theſe defects in the repreſentation of which they complain; 
namely, the extent of Private PARLIAMENTARY PaTRo- 
NAGE an abuſe which obviouſly tends to exclude the great 
maſs of the people from any ſubſtantial influence in the elec- 
tion of the Houte of Commons, and which, in its progreſs, 
threatens to uſurp the ſovereignty of the country to the equal 
danger of the King, of the Lords, and of the Commons. | 
| The Patronage of which your Petitioners complain is of 
two kinds: That which — 2 from the unequal diſtribution 
of the Elective Franchiſe, and the peculiar rights of voting by 
which certain places return Members to ſerve in Parliaments ; 
and that which ariſes from the expence attending conteſted 
elections, and the conſequent degree of power acquired; by 
mL. | . q 
By theſe two means a weight of Parliamentary influence 
has been obtained by certain individuals, forbidden by the ſpi-- 
Tit of the laws, and in 1ts conſequences moſt dangerous to th: 
Liberties of the People of Great Britain, | 
The opelation of the firſt ſpecies of patronage is direct, and 
ſubject to poſitive proof. Eighty-four individuals do by their 
own immediate authority =7 one hundred and fifty-ſeven of 
your Honougable Members to Parliament. And this your 
Petitioners are ready, if the fact be diſputed, to prove, and 
to name the Members and the Patrons. y | 
The ſecond ſpecies of patronage cannot be ſhewn with equat 
accuracy, though it is felt with equal force. 8 
Vour Petitioners are convinced, that in addition to the one 
hundred and fifty-ſeven Honourable Members above-mention- 
ed, one hundred and fifty more, making in the whole three 
hundred and ſeven, are returned to your Honourable Houſe, 
not by the collected voice of thoſe whom they appear to repre- 
ſent, but by the recommendation of ſeventy powerful individuals, 
added to the eighty-four before-mentioned, and making the 
total 
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total number of Patrons altogether only one hundred and fif- 

o four, who return a decided majority of your Honourable 
ouſe. 85 
If your Honourable Houſe will accept as evidence the com- 
mon report and general belief of the Counties, Cities, and 


Boroughs, which return the Members alluded to, your Peti- 


tioners are ready to name them, and to prove the fact; or if 
the Members in queſtion can be made parties to the enquiry, 
your Petitioners will name them, and be governed by the teſ- 
timony which they themſelves ſhall publicly give. But if 
neither of theſe proofs be thought conſiſtent with the proceed- 
ings of your Honourable Houſe, then your! Petitioners can 
vnly aſſert their belief of the fact, which they hereby do in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, and on the moſt deliberate convic- 
tion. 

Vour Petitioners entreat your Honourable Houſe to believe 
that, in complaining of this ſpecies of influence, it is not their 
intention or deſire to decry or to condemn that juſt and natu- 
ral attachment which they, who are enabled by their fortune, 
and inclined by their diſpoſition, to apply great means to Ho- 
nourable and benevolent ends, will always inſure to themſelves. 
What your Petitioners complain of is, that property, whether 
well or ill employed, has equal power; that the preſent 
ſyſtem of Repreſentation gives to it a degree of weight which 
renders it independent of character; enables ir to excite fear 
as well as procure reſpect, and confines the choice of electors 
within the ranks of opulence; becauſe though it cannot make 
riches the ſole object of their affection and confidence, it can 
and does throw obſtacles, almoſt infurmountable, in the way of 
every man who is not rich, and thereby ſecures to a ſelect few 
the capability of becoming Candidates themſelves, or ſupport- 


Ing the pretenſions of others. Of this your Petitioners com- 


plain loudly, becauſe they conceive it to be highly unjuſt, that, 
while the language of -the law requires from a Candidate no 


greater eſtate, as a qualification, than a few hundred pounds 


per annum, the operation of the law ſhould difqualify every 
man, whoſe rental is not extended to thouſands ; and that at 
the ſame time, that the legiſlature appears to give the electors a 
cboice from amongſt thoſe who poſſeſs a moderate and inde- 
pendent competence, it ſhould virtually compel them to chuſe 
from amongſt thoſe who themſelves abound in wealth, or are 
ſupported by the wealth of others. | | | 
Your Petitioners are the more alarmed at the , of 
private patronage, becgple it is rapidly leading to conſequen- 
ces which menace the very exiſtence of the Conſtitution. 
At the commencement of every ſeſſion of may” you 
| | onou 


„ 1 

Honourable Houſe, acting up to the laudable jealouſy of yo 

predeceſſors, and ſpeaking the pure, conſtitutional language of 
a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, . reſolve, as appears by your jour- 
nals, „That no Peer of this realm bath any right to give his 
 « vote in the election of any Member to ſerve in Parliament; 
and alſo, * That is a high infringement upon the liberties 
_ « and privileges of the Commons of Great Britain, for any 
« Lord of Parliament, or any Lord Lieutenant of any Coun- 
« ty, to concern themſelves in the elections of Members to 
« ferve for the Commons in Parliament.” | 

Your Petitioners inform your Honourable Houſe, and are 
ready to prove it at your bar, that they have the moſt reaſon- 
able grounds to ſuſpect than no leſs than one hundred and fif- 
ty of your Honourable Members owe their elections entirely 
to the interference of Peers, and your Petitioners are pre- 
pared to ſhe by legal evidence, that forty Peers, in defiance 
of your reſolutions. have poſſeſſed themſelves of ſo many bur- 
gage tenures, and obtained ſuch an abſolute and uncontrouled 
command in very many {mall Boroughs in the kingdom, as to 
be enabled by their own poſitive authority to return eighty- 
one of your Honourable Members. 

Your Petitioners, will, however, urge this grievance of the 
interference of Peers in elections no further, becauſe they are 
ſatisfied that it is unneceſſary. Numbers of your Honourable 
Members muſt individualy have known the fact, but collective- 
ly your Honourable Houſe has undoubtedly been a ſtranger 
to it. It is now brought before you by thoſe who tender evi- 
dence of the truth of what they aſſert; and they conceive it 
would be improper in them to aſk that by Petition, which 
muſt be looked for as the certain reſult of your own honour- 
able a:tachment to your own liberties and privileges. 

Your Petitioners have thus laid before your Honourable 
Houſe, what the miſchiefs are which ariſe from the preſent ſtate 
of the Repreſentation, and what they conceive to be the grounds 
of thoſe miſchief, and therefore pray to have romoved. 

They now humbly beg leavs to offer their. reaſons, why 
they are anxious that ſome remedy ſhould be immediately ap- 
plied. 

4 Your Petitioners truſt they may be allowed to ſtate, becauſe 
they are ready to prove, that ſeats in your Honourable Houſe 
are ſought for at a moſt extravagant and increaſing rate of ex- 
ence. 
n What can dave ſo much augmented the ambition to ſit in 
your Honourable Houſe, your Petitioners do not preſume ac- 
tually to have diſcovered, but the means taken by Candidates 
to obtain, and by electors to beſtow that honour, evidently ap- 
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pear to have been increaſing in a progeſſive degree of fraud 
and corruption. Your Petitioners are induced to make this 
aſſertion by the legiſlature, having found it neceſſary during 
the laſt and preſent reigns, ſo much to ſwell the ſtatute book, 
with laws for the prevention cf thoſe offences. | | 
As far as conjecture can lead your Petitioners, they muſt 
ſappole, that the increaſed National Debt, and the conſequent 
increaſe of influence, are the cauſes of the increaſed eagerneſs 
of individuals, to become Members of the Houſe of Commons, 
and of their indifference as to the means uſed to gratify their 
ſpeculations. To prove that they do not ſtate this wantonly, 
or without ſubſtantial grounds, they humbly beg to call your 
attention to the following table, all the vouchers for which, 
are to be found in the journals of your Honourable Houſe, or 


in different acts of Parliament. 


At the Revolution. The Public 
Revenue did not exceed 2,100,0001. 


The Peace Eftabliſhment had not 
excceded ; 


* 


The number of Statutes found ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve the freedom and 
indepenence of Parliament, to regulate 


1,900,000. elections, and to prevent trauds, bri- 
|  bery, &c. amounted only to 14 
At the death of William III— The The number of ſtatutes found ne- 


Public Revenue had increaſed to about 


| 3,900,000. 
The Peace Eſtabliſhment had in- 
creaſed to about | 1,950,000. 


ceſfary to preſerve the freedom of Par- 
liameat, to prevent bribery, &e. in- 
creaſed to - — We; 26 


At the death of Queen Anne.—The 
Public Revenue had increaſed to 
about L, oco, ooo. 

The Peace Eftabliſhment had in- 
creaſe to about 2,000,000, 


Naar * 


The number of Statutes ſound ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve the freedom of 
Parliament, to prevent bribery, &c. 
increaſed to - - 35 


" „ 


At the death of George IJ. — The 
Public Revenue had increaſed to about 


6, Sco, ooo. 
The Peace Peace Eſtabliſtunent ha 
increaſed to about * 2,600,000. 


ac 


vie: ® 


The number of Statutes found ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve the freedom of Par- 
liament, to prevent bribery, & c. in- 
creaſed to - - - 37 


At the death of George II.— The 
*ublic Revenue had increaſed to about 
8,600,000. 

de Peace Eftablithment had in- 


2,300,900. 


The number of Statutes found ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve the freedom of Par- 
liament, to prevent brihery, &c. in- 
creaſed do © - 2 493 


In 


1 
In the 31ſt year of the reign of The number of Statutes, found ne- 
his preſent Majeſty.ä— The Public ceſſary to preſerve the freedom of 
Revenue had increaſed to above * Parliament, to prevent bribery, &c. 
16,000,000, increaſed to - — 65 
The Peace Eſtabliſhment had in- 
creaſed to above 5,000,000. 


It is upon this evidence of the increaſe of taxes, eſtabliſh- 
ments, and influence, and the increaſe of laws found neceſſary 
to repel the increaſing attacks upon. the purity and freedom of 
elections, that your Petitioners conceive it high time to enquire 
into the premiſes. | 

Your Petitioners are confident, that in what they have ſtated, 
they are ſupported by the evidence of facts, and they truſt, 
that in conveying thoſe facts to your Honourable Houſe, they 
have not been betrayed into the language of reproach, or diſ- 
repet. Anxious to preſerve in its purity a conſtitution 
they love and admire, they have thought it their duty to lay 
before you, not general ſpeculations deduced from theoretical 
opinions, but poſitive truths ſuſceptible of direct proof, and if 
in the performance of this taſk, they have been obliged to call 
your attention to aſſertions which you have not been accuſtom- 
ed to hear, and which they lament that they are compelled to 
make, they intreat the indulgence of your Honourable Houſe. 

Your Petitioners will only further treſpaſs upon your time, 
while they recapitulate the objects of their prayer, which are, 

That your Honourable Houſe will be pleaſed to take ſuch 
meaſures, as to your wiſdom may ſeem meet, to remove the 
evils ariſing from the unequal manner in which the different 

rts of the kingdom are admitted to participate in the Repre- 

entation. 2 | 

To correct the partial diſtribution of the elective Franchiſe, 
which commits the choice of Repreſentatives to ſele& bodies 
of men of ſuch limited numbers as renders them an eaſy prey 
to the artful, or a ready purchaſe to the wealthy. | 

To regulate the right of voting upon an uniform and equi- 
table principle. | 

And finally to ſharten the duration of Parliaments, and by 
removing the cauſes of that confuſion, litigation and expence, 
with which they are at this day conducted, to render frequent 
and new elections, what our anceſtors at the Revolution aſſert- 
ed them to be, the means of a happy union and good agree- 
ment between the King and People. | | 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray. 
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